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9 B. R.

The Introduition of the Publifber.

Hough the following difcourfe was by the Author of it made
partof a thore Examen of the fuppofed Sympathy betiween

Gold and Quickfilver, (which it felf belongs to another Treatife )
yet the worthinefs of the fubje&, and the great curiofity that is
obferved among many Virtuofi, (not only Chymifts, but otkers,)
about Mercurial Preparations and Experiment y made me think I
Ix=x might

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2
Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). MINGIRN .

WwWw.jstor.org



(s16)

might do them an acceptable piece of fervice, if I could prevail
with the Author to fever them from the papers, whereto he had
annex’d them, (but to which they feemed not abfolutely neceffary)
though upon the conditions he judg'd requifite to infift on,

And fince 1 venture to impart before the time thefe things unto
the Curious, I hope and defire , they willbefoequitable as to in-
demnifie me to the Author, and not fruitlefsly endeavour to put a
perfon, that has already given fo many proofs of his propenfity to
gratifie Ingenious men, upon making unfeafonable anfwers to any
Verbal or Epiftolary Queftions about things, wherein fome confi-
derations, that he thinks are not to be difpenfed with by him, do as
yet injoyn him filence.

Now, to gratifie the Curious amongft Strangers, as well as thofe
of ourown Nation, the Publfher was not unwilling to give this
difcourft in Latin, as the Author hath been pleafed to impart it in
Englifh.

Follows the Difcourfe it felf.

Of Mercury growing hot with
Go'd ; Communicated by B.R-
Ut that what [ have
hitherto faid, may
not be drawn to the difparage-
ment or difcouragement of thofe
Spagyrifts that poflefs or afpire
to the nobler Arcama of Gold
and Mercury,I muft mind you to
take notice, that what I have
obje@ed againft the fuppofed
Sympathy of Gold and Quick-
fiiver,is {pcken only of common
Mercury, that Leing It whofe
Sympaihy with Gold is wont to
becelebraed. And though per-
haps, a 7770d partof the things [
have alledg’d will be found ap-
plicable even to true running
Mercuries ; vet I'would not be
thovghs to deny, thet there may

be

I.

De Mercario cuin Awro incalef-
ceate , Diatriba B. R,

— Erum enimvero,ne

que hactenus dif-
Jerui eo torqueantur , ac fi landes
animofque wviris illis Spagyricis
demere velimus , qwi Nobiliora
Auri G Argenti Vivi arcana poffi-
dent ambiuntve, monendus es mi-
hi ut advertas, me quod contra
[uppofstams Auri & Mercurii [ym-
pathiam objeci, de Vulgari dune
taxat Mercurio dictum welle
cnmille fit , cujui cum Atro fym-
pathia cebebrari fueverit.  Et
quamuis forte magna a me dicto-
yum pars, confulti experientii ,
ad nativum etiam DMercurium
currentem extendi poffits wen
tamen cenfere Lectorem welim,
negare me,dari Argentum vivum

poffe
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be aQuickfilver more fubtle and
penetrant than that which is
common, and that thofe Chy-
mifts, that ground the fympathy
of Gold and Mercury upon the
Operations of a more Philofo-
phical Mercury, may likewife
argue for it more f{pecioully
than Vulgar Mercury wil ena-
ble themtodo, Andto let you
fee on this occafion that [ am not
unkind to the Chymifts, T will
annex part ef a Paper, written
to a Friend to give him my Opi-
nion about Mercuries Incale-
fcence with Gold.
"2. =And now [ fhall abruptly
begin this Seftion with the con-
fideraticn of a Probleme much
agirared amopg the Curious, e-
fpecially thefe that prerend,
whether truly or vainly, to have
more than ordinary infight into
Chymiftry : Among whom [ find
it hotly difputed, whether or ro
there be any fuch thingas a Mer:
cury that will heat with Gold,
that is, which by being barely
mingled with that mettal redu-
ced to fine parts, will, without
the he'p of ex:ernal heat, pro-
dnce upon the comwmixuire of
thofe two Bodies very fenfible
heat.
3.The Affirmative of this Que-
ftion is pofitively afferted by
fome Writers and others, that
pretend to the Tran{mutation of
Meta's: Foramong thefe I have
met

polffe Volgari fubtilins & pene-
tranting , iftofque Chymicos, qus
Anre & Mercuris Sympathiam
#nit: volunt Mercurii magis phi-
lofophici eperationibns | conten-
dere etiam pro ea mult (pecioffen
pofles quim fi Vulgaris auniaxar
eilercuring adbibeatur.  Atguc
ut hac occafione tefiatum ﬂzczém,
me vires Chymie addictos res-
tiguam averfari;, [ubjingsm bic
Jeripti mei parcem | ad Awmicom
quendam idcirco exarati ut weanm
1pfide Mercurii cum Avro 'nce-
lefeentia  opinionem  deprome-
vem.

WNanc vero cbrupte Sea
tioriem banc crdiar Problemaric
cujufdam difenffione , quid din
multumque inter Curiofos fuit a-
gitatum, eos inprimis, qui, five
vere five falso, obtendunt | [e in-
timiores , quam vulgo conceffum
eft, Chymerece(Jus adsiffe: ln-
ter quos id calide difceptari repe-
7se, W.rumejufincdi detur Mer-
curius, qui incalefcat cum Auro,
ideft, qui, dumi nude Metalio ifts,
ad minutas admodivm partes red-
acto, commifcetur , citra externs
caloris adminiculum, faiti folum-
modo duorum illorum corporum
cramate, fenfibilem valde calorem
ariat,

Hujus Quaftionss Affirmati-
vam mordicus tenent nonnulli Au-
thoves , aliigue qui Metallornm
Tranfmutationem fibi vendicant ,
Inter hos quippe, nonnullys videre

Xxxz mihi



¢ 518 )

met with fome that afcribe this
vertue of Incalefcence withGold
to the Mercuries extralled, as
they fuppofe, from fome com-
pleat Metals, whichare there-
fore in their Phrafe ftyl’d Mer-
swrii Corporum,or the Mercuries

of the Meralline Bodies.
4.But theNegative part of the
Queftion is more genera:ly main-
tain’d, being not only embraced
by far the greateft number of
Philofophersand Phyficians, but
affented to by many of the more
Learned Spagyriffs themfelves,
elpecially the Modern, divers
of whom have reckon'd this
fort of Mercuries among the
Chimera’s and Nos-BEntia of
bragging Chymifts. And I have
the lefs wondered to find many
Learned men fo averfe from be-
iieving this Incalefcence of Mer-
cury and Gold, becaufe, having
purpofely enquir’d of feveral
prying Alchymifts, that have
fpent uch labour , and many
Trials, to find out things of this
kind, and have of late years tra-
velled into many parts of Europe
o pry into the Secrets of other
Seekers of Metalline Tranfinu-
tations, they have apart ingenu-
oufly confefled to me, that they
never actually faw any Incalef-
cent Mercury,though they fome-
times heard it boafted of by
Alchymifls ; whofe bold pre-
tenfions .ad the lefs weight
with

mibi licuit, qui hanc Incalefeends
cum Auro virtutem Mercuriis
adfcribunt ex perfectis quibnfiam
corporibus, ut antumant, elicitis;
gquos idgirco Mercurios Corpo-
rum, five Mercurios corporam
Metallicornm, nuncupare fe-

lent,
4t Negativam tuentur multd
plnres, dique non mods Philofophi
& Medici, fed & ex ipfis Spa-
gyricis doltrind claviores, inprimus
ex neotericis & modernis, quoysm
non panci hanc Mercuriorum fa-
miliam Chimaris & Non-entibus
grandiloquentinm  Chymiftarsns
accenfent.  Atque eo minis mi-
rabar, complures viros doctos ad-
eo effe ab hoc Mercuri cum Auro
Incalefcentize affenfu  aliencs
quia, confulto quafiti i me plures
ex Alchymiftis fagacioribus , qui
multum impenderant opera, ply-
rimaque Experimentaperegerant
ad hujus generis arcana depromen-
da, quiqwe per aliquot anmos no-
vilfireos varias Europe partes
permearant ut aliorum, qui Tranf-
mutationes Metallicas veftigant,
Jecreta vimarentur , illi, inguam,
finguli [eorfim & me rogati inge-
nue apud me fafff funt, [¢ revera
nunquam incalefcentem ullum
Mercurium widiffe, licot id quan-
doque jactatum ab Alchymiftis
audiviflent 5 quornm jalfabunds
obtentus o minus apud me in hoc
negotio walebant , qnid 4 longo
Jam tempore notaveram, quantam
Fraus
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with me in this matter,becaufe |
had long taken notice,how great
a confidence,fraud,or ignorance
(for I weuld potthink all thofe
Cheats that aze miffaken, ) can
g.ve tofome of thar fort of men
that [ am fpeaking of. Infomuch
that onc of thew having impos’d
upon an honelt Chymift, well
known and much employed,with
a pretended incalefcentMercury,
they had the confidence tobring
it me to convince me of the Ex-
periment ; butupondueTrial,l

Frauswel Ignorantia { nos emim
omnes illos haberi impoftores ve-
lim quiha. ucinantur,)in nonnul-
2 hujufmods, de quibu: loqusy,vi-
res fiduciam parere poffint 5 que
Jane tanta erat, ut ilicum ecrum
unus,bone frugis Chymiftam, mul-
15 notum multifgue cperam [uam
locantem, [uppofits Mercurio in-
cacfeente fefellerat | ev fiducie
abriperentur, ut apud memet fe
Sifterent, de Experimento ills me
Comvicturi At re ut par erat expli-
rata,nullum percepi fenfibilem illi-

found not any fen(ibledegreeof  wscaloris gradic quem promiferant,

that great heat that was promifed.

Which mifcarriage was vainly

pretended to be falved by I know not what unfatisfadior; excufes,

5.But notwithftanding all this,
having for the reafons I have
long fince expreffed in other

Papers (and for fomeother Con-.

fiderations that I have not
judg'd fit to mention) lockt
upon Mercsry as a Body which
is not neceffarily fo homogene-
ous as ’tis fuppofed,the Opinion
I moft lik’d of was, thatof a
poflibility of an Incalefcent
Mercury. For notwithftanding
the vulgarly fuppofed Similar
nature of Quickfilver, which I
willingly confefs tobe great e-
nough to be admirable, it was
yet congruous temy Principles,
thata Liquor, which in weight,
colour, total volatility,&c. was
anfwerable to all the effential
Properties for which a bodyis
called Mercury, mightyet have

an

Vernm enimverc, his cmuibus
nequicquam obflantibus , cum ey
rationtbus dudum in alio firipto
me expofitis, aliffque de canfis hic
non memorandis , Arzentam vis
VHAm , Corpus repukem , quod nen
nece([ario tam fit homogenenm, ac
paffim habetur  ills mibi cpinio
Pre cateris allubuit | gue Mercu-
rii incalefcents poifibilicatem
adftruic. Etenim, non obffante
vlgo fuppefita Mercurii (ut fiz
dicam ) Simiiaritate, quam ade)
eximiam effe puto, ut parere ad-
mirationem poflit | meis tames
Principiss confonumerst, Liguo-
rem quendam, awipondere, cclove,
totali volatilitate, ¢vc., cmines ve-
ferebar proprictares clfeatizes
quarnm refpeitu cordus aligucd
Mercuril nomine veniz | hzbere
vamen pofie interiam ejufmodi

2artinis
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an interna! conftitution of parts,
that might make it infome un.
obferved things confiderably
differing from common Mercury.
And among thefe differing Qua-
lities I did not know but one
might we:l be, that of growing
hot with Gold. And thisOpini-
on | judg’d the more reafnable;
becauft, having devifed two
waies (unpractifed that I know
of by any Chymift) theoze, to
todifcover whether a clean and
careflully  diftilled Mercury
might not be a compounded
Body, and have in it parts that
were noz;Mercurialand theother,
nutof fucha fine diftill’d Mer-
cury to {tparate parts, and that
in no defpicable number, that
are painly heterogencouss; |
found upon trial, that both the
Me=thods T had thought on would
fucceed, which warranted me to
think it poffible, thata Mercury
very fine and clean, and even

purg’d by Sublimations and Di--

ttillations,may by Art have been
made o affume and incorporate
with it amultitude of heteroge-
reous Corpufcles,not to be dif-
cover’d,much lefs feparated,(as
thofe of Tinn,Lead,&c.may be)
but by a skilful Artift.

6.This in the general may fuf-
fice to make me fufpend wy

partiam diathefin, que 1n nonnul-
lis haitenus mon oblervatss infig-
xem illi a 2 Mercurio vnlgars dif-
crepantiam conciliare queat : At-
que has inter Qualitates differen-
tes neftiebam annon ea recenfers
merits poflet, qui incalefcit cum
Luro commixtus. Atque hane Opi-
nionem rationi ev magis confenta-
neam arbitrabar, quod, excogitaté
ame duplici methodo (hactenus a
Chymicorum nullo, quod [ciam, in
praxinuversi, ) uni quidem , ut
manifeftum redderem, eﬂ'etm’ p-
r#s curateque diftidatus Mercuri-
ws, corpus compofitnm parte[qz:j
contineret non-Mercuriales; al-
teri vers, ex purificato cjufmods
¢ diftillato Mercuriopartes ﬁ'pd-
rands wom pancas manifefto hetero
geneas ; experiundo compers , #-
tramque illam methoddm a me
inventam [uccelJs gaudere: Id
qguod anForamentum mihi haud
leve erat,at poffibile exiftimarem,
Mercurium walae defecatum ,
quin & per [sblimationes ¢& diftil-
lationes repurgatum, Adrte poffe
€0 redigi, ut affumat [ecimque
conflet heterogencorum corpufeu-
lorum multitudinem , que non-
nifi dperito Artis filio detegi,mul-
to minus [egregart queant (ut fievi
de Stanneis, Plumbeis, . corpuf-
culss poteft.)

Hoe generatim (uffecerit | ut

‘meum de Problemate fupra propos

Judgment about the Probleme fito judicium fu'pendam, & ad ex-

formerly propos’d, and ro en-
age

perimenta fumenda properem |
quibus
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nage W& 1G make tyials , vhether
fune of theft heterogeneous par-
ticles that 1 found reducible
with Mercury inio 2 lafling
Mercuria: fJux,miak: not (o aleer
ttas to cifpol it to heat with
Gold. EBuc this was not fuffici-
ent to determine e to an affent ;
for to oblige me to admit 1nca-
Yefcent Mercuries, it cught not
to fuffice, that 'tis poffible or
even probable,that there may be
fuch, but there was neceffary
fome pofitive proof that there.
arefuch ; and that alfo through
Godsblefiing my Tria's afford-
ed me about the year 1652,

7. Some years after I was in
poffeflion of this Mercury, I
found in fowe of their Books,
that-Chymilts call Philofophers,
fome dark paffages, whence I
then ghef®d their knowledge of
it, or of fome orher very likeit ;
and in one of them T found ,
though not ali in the very fame
place, an Aliegorical defcripti-
onof it, the greateft part of
which was not very difficult for
me to underftand ; but not find.
ing there any notice taken of the
property of this Mercury to

row hot withGold, I was in-
duced to fufpeét,that either they
had not the knowledge of it, or
judg'd it unfic tobe fpoiken of.
But you will, I fuppofe, expet
from me rather Narratives than
Conjecures. And indeed *tis bue
rea-

quibus palam reddatar | fun.s a-
lique ex particulss 1llis heterg: .-
nets, quas cuin Mercurio in dura-
bilem flusum Mercurizlom reduci
poffe deprebendi, itz alterare eum
polfint , ut 24 wnealefiendum cum
Auro ipfem atfponant. At non
erat hoc [its: ad eliciendum i me
affenlini s u2 enini ad Mercurios
tncalefcentes admittendnm adou-
cerer, [ufficere non debebar, pelli-
biles ess efle, vel ctiam probabiles,
Jea revera tales davi manifefla
probatione erat evincendum:. kit
hoe ipfum queque, favente Deo,
Experimenta mea, Anno 1632.
circiter, comprobarunt.

LPoft aligust ab e tempere an-
n0s ., quo 2L Mercurium hujufmods
Jam poffidebam, in quibufdim ex
eorum , quos turba Chymic: Phi.
lofophos muncupat , lihrks obfrara
quadam lica tnvenickam | ande
tunc eorum de ipfs, vel alio aiqus
perquam et fimili coginiticnem con-
jectabam atque 12 ipforum uno
veperiebam (non tamen rem totans
inuno planc eodemque loco ) de-
[ertptionem ejus Allegoricen | cu
J# pars maxima ades difficilis
intellecln mihi nom erat : At cums
nithiil ibi notatum viderem de iila
Mercurii hujus propriecate qui
calorem cum Auro acquirit, in /-
picionem incidi, eoswel cornitiize
illins fuifle deftitntos , vel cam Ji
lentio premendam cenfuifie. At
T fine dubio faiti potins Narrati-
ones, guam Conjeltsiras & me cx-

‘uritas,
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reafonable, that,having but men-  fpedas. Et fane aquum omnine
tioned to you a Phanomenon [fuerit, ut, cum mentionem dun-

whofe Creaibility is by many
denied, I fhou!ldtake notice of
fome Circumftances fit to bring
eredittoit. And T fhall the lefs
grudge the pains of fetting down
feveral particuiar Phznomena,
becaufe I prefume youhivenot
met with them, and becaufe aifo
it may gratifie fome of your
Chymica! friends,who may have
or difeover fome noble Mercury,
by heiping them to examine it,
and to try whether it refemble
ours,

8.That I mightnot then beim-
pofed on by others, I feveral
times made trial of our Mercu-
ry,when I wasall alone. For
when no Body wasby me, nor
probably dreamt of what I was
doing, 1 tockto one part of the
Mercury, fometimes half the
weight and fometimes an equal
weight of refin’d Gold reduced
to a Calx or fubtlePowder.This
I put into the palm of my left
hand, and putting the Mercury
uponit, {tirr’dit and prefs’dic
a lirtle with the finger of my
right hand, by which the two
Ingredients were eafily min-
g'ed, and grew not only fenfibly
but confiderably hot,and chat fo
nimbly, that the Incalefcence
did fometimes come to its height
inabout a minute of an hour by

a

taxat fecerim phenomeni o cujus
a multis negatur credibilitas, cir-
cumflantias nonnullas annotems,
que fidem ei conciliare waleant.
Atque e0 minys laborem detre-
étabo particularia aliquot pheno-
mena hic tradendi, tum quid es
Tibi non occurrifle autumem, tum
quod ea grata fore putems quibnf-
dam amicis tuis Chymicis, nobilem
guendam vel jam  poffide hus
velparaturis e Mercurium,ut fcil,
hoc qualicunque [iripto mofbro ad
eum examinandum, &, an referat
noftrum, experiundum, juventur.

Itaque , ne mihi imponerent
alti, pluries Mercurium noftrum,
quando [olus evam , explorabams.
Etenim quando nemo mihi ader at,
neque quifquaim per fomnism quid
agerem conjficevet, [umebam unam
partem illins Mercursi,, ad Auri,
in calcem wel pollinem redaiti |
pondus quandoque dimidinm,quan-
dogue aquale.  Hoc polline vole
mantts [inifire immif]o, & Mer-
curio fuperinfafo , utrumque fimul

_Agitabam, premebamque nonnihil

digito mantisdextre; quiratione
duo bec Ingredientia facile com-
mixta, non modo ad fenfum [ed
infigniter incalefeebant , idgue
adeo propere, nt incalefcentia in-
terdum unins hore circiter minu-
to, indicante idipfum horoloyto mi.
nuts inj}mﬁo, ad dnplw perye-
ziret.  Swuccedebat hoc Fxperi-

mentum,



(323)

a Minute-Clock. | found the
Experiment fucceed, whether |
took altogether, or but half as
much Gold as Mercury ; but the
effe&t feemed to be much greater
when they were employed in e-
qual weight. And to obviate a
fufpicion, which,though impro-
bable, might poffibly arife, asif
the immediate conta& of the In-
gredients and the skin produc’'d
a fenfe of heat, which was not
dI 9 the altion of the Metals
upon one anothery I had the
Curiofity to keep the mixture
in a paper, and found not its in-
terpofition to hinder me from
feeling the Incalefcence, though

meninm o feve aqualem fumevem

frve dimidiam Auri quantita-
tem s effectus tamen mults wide-
batur infignior, quando aquali pons
dere adbsbebantur. Adtque , ut
Ja[picioni, que, licit improbabilis,
Jubnafii tamen poffet, occurrerem,
tmmediatum  [cil. Inpredientiuvm
& Cutis contaltwmproducere pofie
Jenfum Caloris , qus non debeatur
Metallorum in [¢ invicem actio-
ni , curiofitate ducebar wixts-
vams hanc i charta fervands ; quo
facto, interpofitionem ejus nequa-
quam tmpedire incalefientie fen-
Jisms comperiebam, quanguam, ex
natura vei, intenfiorem illims gra-
dum remitteret.

it much abated the degree of my fenfe of it.

9.Itried alfo the fame Mercury
withreffd Silver reduc’d toa
very fine powder ; but [ couid
not perceive any heat or warmth
at all5though Lam apr to think,
that if [ had had a fufficient
quantity of leaf-filver to have
made .the experiment withy 1
fhould atter fqme time have pro-
‘duced an Incalefcence, though
much inferiour to what the fame
quantity of Mercury would pro-
duce with Gold; but this only
upon the by, I.thall now add,
that to the end I wight not be
thougiit to impole upon my felf,
I did not only make trial in my
own hand, when "twas in diffe-
rent tempers as to heat and cold,
but I did it in the hands of o-
thers,

Forrc Mercurinm eundem cam
repurgato Argentoad [ubtilem val-
de pulverem redacts , exploravi
at nullum omnino calorem percipe-
ve potui; quanguam eo ferar ur
ex:timem [§ fufficiens Argenti fo-
liat? quantitas,adper agendumE x-
perimentum;, mihi fuppetiiffet, me
poft aliquod temporis [patinm insa-
lefeentiam  fufcitaturam fuiffe,
quamvis multo inferiorem eo |
quem eadem Meycurii quantitas
cum duro produceret : At hoc non-
#ifi intranfis. Adjiciam- nune,
e, me mibimet impofuilfe cenfe-
Tery non tantim rem banc explo-
vafle in mann mea, quandovayid
erat pro caboris € frigoris ratione
temperatn , fed & in manibus ali-
OYUm, qaos non parum attonitos

Yyy babebat,
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thers, who werenot a little fur-
pris’d and pleafed at the event.
And this 1did more than once or
twice ; by which means [ had,
and ftill have, divers WitnefTes
of the truth of the Experiment,
whereof fome are noted Perfons,
and efpecially him to whom [laft
thewed it, which you will eafily
believe when I tell you ’tis the
Learned Secretary of the Royal
Society 3 to whom having given
the Ingredients, 1 defir’d him to
make _the Experiment in and
with his own hands, in which it
. " proved fuccefsful
was wrinen, Within  fomewhat

;be_ Noble and lefs than a minute of

Fudiciows Fre- %

Jident of the an hour

Royal Society, tke Lord Vifcount Brounc”

ker, made the [ame Experiment with fome

of the fame Mercusy, in his own hard with

good fuceefie .
J0.And that which makes this

Incalefcence’ the more confide-
rable is, that being willing to
husband my Mercury, a great
part of which had been, as I
ghefs*d, ftolen from me before I
employed it, I made thefe trials
but with a drachm at a time,
which fcarce amonnts in quanti-
ty to the bignefs of half a mid-
dle fiz’d Beans whereas, if I
could have made the Experiment
with a fpoonful or two of
Quickfilver, anda due propor-
tion of Gold, "tis probable the
beat would have been intenfe e-
pough, net anly to burn ones

hand,

habebat | jwvabatgae eventus.
Atque boc ipfum pluries quim
femel bifve feci 5 wnde “mihi
tefes  [uppesunt  Experimenti
veritatis aflertores | probate
Sidei wiri | quorwm anus erat
Eruditus  Societatis  Regiz
Secretarins , quem, exhibitis ei
Ingredientibus ,  vogabam , ut
Juts-met _manibus  Experimen-
tum caperet: in quibus & op-
tatum  fucce[Jum “minori- guam
unins’ minwte  [patio [ortieba-
tur 4.

+ Ex quo rempore hoc literis fuit
confignatum, Illuftriflimus & Judi-
ciotiflinus Regie Societaris Prafes,
Dom. Vicecomes Brourcker , idem
Experimentum fui cum €jufdem
Mercuuii portione, manu cum fuc-
cetlu peregit.

Atque , quod Incalefeentiam
hanc infigniorem reddit, eft, quod,
cum parce nti e Mevcurio meo cn
perem, quippe cujus magna pars
(utconficio ) [arrepta mihi fue-
rat , priufquam eum adhiberem,
experimenta fingula nonnifi cum
#ns drachms peragebam | que
vix fabe mediocris dimidie wag-
nitudinem aquat , cim, Ji copia
mibi fuillet capiendi Experimen-
tums cum cochleari uno alterbve
eMercnrii plemo fupparique quan-
tizate Auri, probabile fit, calorem
inde oriturumn fuifle fatis inten-
Jum, ut non modi ureret manum,
fed forfan & in Phials vitres

rimas
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hand, but percnance to cracka
glafs Vial ; fince 1 have fome-
times had of this Mercury fo
fubeil, that when I employed
but a drachmat a time, the heat
mwade me willing to put it hafti-
ly out of my hand,

1 1. Thefe things being matters
of fa& I fcruple notto deliver
them ; but I would much fcru-
ple to determine thence, whe-
ther thofe that are Mercurii Cor-
poram, and were made, as Chy-
mifts prefime, by exrration
only from Merais and Minerals,
will each of them grow hot
with Go!d,as,if I muchmiflake
nos, 1 found Antimonial Mer-
¢ury todo, And much lefs would
I affirm, that every Mera!l ne
Mercury (though never fo dif-
pofed to Incalefcence) oreven
that of Silver or Gold it felf, is
the fame with that which the
Chryfopzan Writers mean by
their Philofophick Mercury, or is
near fo noble as this.Nay,l would
not fo much as affirm, that every
Mercury, obtained by extralli-
on, even from the perfe&t Metals
themfelves , muft needs be more
noble and fir (as Alchymifts
{peak ) for the Philofophick
work,thanthat which may with
skill and pains be at iength ob-
tained from common Mercury
skilful'ly freed from its recre-
mentitious and heterogeneous
parts, and richly impregoared

with

Yimas ageret 5 quandoquidem in-
terdums b ujns generss Mercurium
habui ades [ubtilem, ut, adbibente
me fingulis vicibus nonnifi drach-
mam wunam, calor me adegeyit wt
propere ¢ manibus mixturam de-
ponerem.

Hac,cam fint res facti, tradere
now dubito 5 at valdé ambigerem
exinde determinare, num quiap-
pellantar Mercurii Corporum ,
paranturque, ut jaltant Chymici,
Jola extraitione ex Metallis ¢
Foffilibus , eorum quilibet calo-
rem acquirat cum Auro, guemad-
modum, ni multum fallor, Mer-
curium Antimonialem acquirere
compers,  Multoge minus affir-
marem, quemvis Mercurium Me-
tallicuw (quantumcungue ad In-
calefcentiam difpofitum,) quin &
Mercurium Argenti Aurive ip-

Jins eundem effe cum eo , quem

Seriptores Chryfopai per Mercu-
rinw fuum Philofophicum intel.
ligunt ,wel praftantii (ui ad hunc
accedere.  Duinimo, ne quidem
affererem, quemlibet Mercarium,
extraitione etiam ab ipfis perfectis
metallis impetratum , nobiliorem
effe oportere , & (ut lequuntur
Adlchymifte) ad Philofsphicam o-
peratioren: magis idonenm, quam
illum, gui, peritid & induitrid
comite, obtimeri tandem piteft a
Mercurio va'gari, & partibus [uis
recrementitits beterogeneilq pur-
gato, [ubtilibufgque ¢ efficacibus
metallorum Mineralinmve con-

Yyv 2 grHo-
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with the fubtle and attive ones
of congruous Metals or Mide-
rals. Thefeand the like points
I fhould,as I was faying, much
fcruple at offering to determine
in this place, where what [ de-
fign’d to deliver was Hiftorical,
though 1 have not thought it
mepertinent to glance at the
points lately mention’d,becaufe
thofe glances may intimate
things conducive to the better
underftanding of what 1 have

2rooram pertsbus wbervime fato o
Hec, inguam, & fimitia boe loco
affirmmare adnsoduit verever 5 cim
hic monnifi én tradere inflitnerim
que ad rei Hiforiam faciunt ;
quanguam preter yem non exiffi-
maverim, jamjam indigitatos re
hujus aprces sunuere , quid flri-
Gure ifte ea poffint Lelfori in-
gerere, que ad meliovem tum di-
Eorum tum dicendorum intells-
gentiam conducere queant.

faid, and have to fay in this Paper.

12. [ doubr not but what 1
have related and hinted has gi-
ven you a Curiofity to know
fomewhat furcher of this Mercu-
ryv: Andl confefs, that if there
beany truth in what fome of the
moft approved Spagyrifis have

deliver’d about a Soivent of

Gold that feemsof kin, and per-
haps ‘is not much Nobler than
onethat [ had; it feems allow-
able to exped&, that even ours
fhould be of more than ordina-
ry ufe, both in Phyfick and 4I-
chymy. But the misforrune I'had
to have |oft a confiderable quan-
tityof ir, being afterward in-
creafed by the almoft fudden
death of the only Operator |
trufted in the making of it5 I
was altogether  difcouraged
from repeating fuch atrouble-
fom Preparation, efpecially be-
ing diverted by Eufinefs, Re-
moves, Sicknefs, and mere plea-

fing

Now dubito , quin battenus &
me enarrata indigitataque Curio-
fisatem in Te pepererint | aliquid
amplins de hoc Mercurio cogno-
feendi: Et fateor  fi quid wveri
fubeft ei , quod quidam ex proba-
télfimis  Spagyricis de quodams
Suri diffolvente | quod affine vi-
detur noftro, nec eo forte multo
et nobilius , tradiderunt ; ex-
[vectare fas fuerit, ipfilfimum hoc
noftrum in infiznem cum in Me-
dicina tum in Alchymia #fum ce-
dere poffe.  Vernm cim 1nforta-
nium illud, quo infigniori quanti-
tate ejus fur privatus , [lipatum
fuerit fuviti morte Operatoris
unici, cut in eo parando penitis
Sidebam, mextem plane alienam
abiteranda tam molefta prepara-
tione [enfi 5 maxime cum occupa-
tiones, migrationes, adverfs va-
letudo fludiaque gratiora alior-
fim me traherent 5 Etlicet Ex-
perimenta quedam. non ﬂzem;n—-

3
2
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fisig Studies And thoughl have
nat forgot fome not defpicable
Trials that [ made with our
Mercury, yet fince they are not
neceflary to the Queftion that
occafioned this Paper, [ fhall
pafls them over in filence, and
only obferve fome few things
I.hod almoft forgor to tell you ;
namely firlt, that whereas ’tis
ufual to take four,s or 6,nay8 or
10 parts of common Quickfilver
to make an Amalgamme with one
of Gold, even when both are
heated by the fire 5 I .found our
Mercury fo congruous to that
meta!, that it would prefently
imbody with wo-lefs than an
equal weight of ityand produice
a pretty hard Amalgame or
mixture, in which the Mercury
was fodiffufed, that the Gold
had quice loft its colour,  Se-
condly, T fhall add what for
ought 1 know has not been yet
obferved, that this power of
enetrating Gold and growing
hot withit, is foinherent, not
to fay radicated, in our Mercu-
ry,thatafter it had been diftil-
led from Gold again and again,
I found it to retain that proper-
ty. Andlaftly, whereas it may
be fufpedted that this faculty
may be quickly loft, (asthat of
the prepared Bomonian Stone to
receive Light, has been com-
plain’d of as not durable ) [
found by trial that a- fing'e
drackm

da , cwm Mercenric moffro per-
alta, memorid mea nom excide-
rint 5 cum tamen ad Queflionem
tllam , que [criptum hoc peperit,
non fint nece[aria, filentio ea in-
volvam,paucula duntaxat annota-
turus , que commemorare prope-
modum [uiflem oblitus.  Quorum
primum eff , gquod, cum folenne
Jit, capere Mercurii vulgaris par-
tes quatuor,s wel 6,imo 8 el 10,
ad Amalgama faciendam cum una
parte Auri, ctiam tum quando
utrumque incaluit igne ; Fgo
adeo  congrumm  dep; ehenderim
cum metallo illo Mercarinm no-
Sirum, ut non mirus quam equale
illises pondus intime flatim per-
vaderet, [atifque durum Amalga-
ma Cramive produceret, in quo
adeo diffufus evat Mercurins | ut
Aurum colorem [uum penitus a-
mitteret.  Secundumeff, (qnod
hactenus obfervatum fuifle haud.
putem,) vim [iil. hance , Aurum
penctrandi cimque co incalefcen-
di, mordicus adeo inherere Mer-
curio noftro. ne dicam itain eo ra-
dicatam effe, ut poftquam iterum
atqueiteynm ab finro effet diftii-
latus, proprietatis illins tenacem
eum deprehenderim. Et denique,
cim [ulpicio inceffere Leforem
pollit, facultatem bhanc city de-
perdi, (ut de praparato ad hauyi-
endam lucems Lapide Pononi-
enli queruntur Authores,) expe-
risndo didici 3 wnmicam drackh:
mam Mercurii,certo modo parati,

pof
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drachw of Mercury, made after
a certain manner, did the third
or fourth year after I had laid
it by grow fo hot with Goid,
that [ feared‘twould have burnt
wy bhand.

Thus far the Author to his
Friend: Buc when he fent me the
Paper, he accompanied it with
the following lines ;

13. Ihave littleat prefent to
fay to you about the Papers
which this theet accompanies,
fave that oneof the chief Rea-
fons that makes me backward
to have the foregoing Obferva-
tions communicated to the Cu-
rious ., is, that [ fear, we may
thereby procure divers Que-
ries and perhaps Requelts, (re-
lating to this Mercury) which
I would by all means avoid, for
divers Reafons,and particularly
for this , that a great weaknefs
of that part difables me to write
withmy own hand, and I know,
you will not think it fit, I fhould
about fuch a fubje& employ
that of an _dmanuenfis. And
therefore I cannot confent,
this Paper fhould go out of
your hands, unlefs you canthink
on fome likely courfe to fecure
we from trouble, and from the
unwe!com neceflity of difobli-
ging fome, whilft I endeavour
10 gratifie others.  If this pra-
caution be ufed, I may fafely
learnby meansof your diffus’d

Ac-

poft tertium quartimve & quo fe-
pofucram annum aded cum Awro
incaluifle, ut me adwrerer manum
wieans timerem.

Ha@enus Author nofter ad
Amicum fuum: Sed cum mihi
Chartas illas mitteret, woluit eas
Jequenti mantifii locupletase ;

Non diu te morabor differendo
de chartis bic junétis:” Dicam
Jelummods y unam ex  pracipuss
rattonthas, que in wulgandss pre-
grelfis  Obfervationibus cunita-
bundum me faciunt, hanc effe,
quid vereor,nos hoc ipfo variu cir-
ca Mercwrinm hunc Quaflionibus
&~ -forte Sollscitationibws anfam
datuves , quas omni ffudio precas
vere velim | cum ob alias, tums
hanc ob canfam, quid magna ma-
wuum mearum debilitas me im-
pedit, quo minus meamet mans
id confignare literis valeam, quod
conferibi Amanuen(is operi con-
[ultum hawd judicaveris.  Pyo-
indéque comcedere haud poffum,
[eriptum hoc & manibus tuis di-
mitts, wifi rationem [uggeras pro-
babilem, qui [ecurum me prefies
a moleflia, atque ab ingrata pe.
ceffitate  repulfam dandi mon.
nullss | dum  alits  obfecandare
fludeo.  Hae canteli fi utaris,
potero amplifime tve confuet-
dinis beneficio citra  moleftiam
edocers, quid if, qui tantd peritia
tantoque judiiio wvaleat , ut in

hoe
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Acguaintance , ‘what thofe that
ave skalful and Judicious enough
todeferve to be much confide-
red in fuchan affair, will think
of our Mercury, and whether,
in cafe they have an efteem of it
approaching to that of divers
eminent Chymifts (fome of which
Lnportupe Ine to impart it ;)
they judge the good, that the
preparations of it (fuch as
precipitats and turbiths of di-
vers kinds, Mercurius duleés |
Cinaber made of the fulphur
of Antimony, and with Go'd,
&ec.) may doin Phyfick, is like-
ly much to exceed the political
inconventences that may enfue,
if is fhould prove to beof the
beft kind, and fall into ill hands.
The knowledge of the opinions
of the wife and skilful about
this cafe, will be requifite to
aflift me to take right meafures
in an affair of this nature, And
till I receive this information,
I am obliged to filence.
14.Only in the mean while,[ fhall
for the fike of the Inquirers inio
Mercurial arcanas make bold to
add a Secret, which,I think, will
to divers Philalethifls and other
frudents of the Chymical Phi-
lofopers books feema Paradox,
if ‘not an untruth 5 namely, That
a Mercury, qualified to heat
with Gold, and perhaps with
other Powders, may be made by
“more waies than one or two;
8

hos  megutiv. magni fievi. meve-
antur, de Mercuyio mofiro [en-
viant ; adbec utrum., fi eftima-
tionem de ¢o foveans ilii fup-
parem, quam pracellentiuvm Chys
micorum complures  ( quorsm
nonnulli me wrgent ad ewm com-
municandum) pre [e ferunt
verifimile cenfeant | utilitatem,
quans Praparationes ipfins (cujnf-
moat funt Precipitata ¢ Tur-
bithe  diverforum - generam |
Mercurius du;cis,Cinnabaris ex
antimonio ¢ auro cum parata
. ) afferre poffint rei Medice,
longe fuperaturam cffe  incom-
moda illa politica, que nafeitura
forent , fi forte de prefiansiffi-
ma eflec indole , atque ‘in male-
feriatas manus incideret,  Si-
plentum ¢ pevitorum b in
tafu Opiniones cognofcere, ne-
cellarum mihi fueiit, ut recto
tramite in  iftiufmodi  negotis
incedere mihi detur, Atque,
donec edoltus id fuero, [filentis
Jacra colere tencor.

Interim in eorum gratiam, qui
Arcana Mercurialia feratantur |
fubjungere aufim fecretum ali-
quod, guod VYhi‘alethis complu-
vibus ,. aliifgne , qui Chymicornm
Philofophorum libris meditandss
incumbunt,  Paradoxum , quin
& falfum  fortt  widebitur :
eMercurium [cil. ad incalefeen-
dum cam Awro aliifve pulveri-
b idoneum., modis uno binive
pluribus parayi poffes  cim. par

expe~
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experiente huving affured me
(whatever Authorities or The-
ories may be urged to the can-
trary) thatfucha Mercury may
be (1 fay not,eafily or fpeedily,
but fuccefsfully) prepar'd, not
only by employing Antimony
and {olid Metals as Mars, but
without any fuch Metal at al,
or fo much as _dntimomy it
felf.

5. Here | purpofed to con-
clude: But becaufe I am,as you
know, very averfe (which [ de-
clare mv felf to be on this oc-
cafion alfo ) from making any
promife to the publick, 1 think
fit in this place to give youan
Advertifement, and obviate a
Scruple. 1 fhall therefore ad-
monifh thofe Inquifitive Spagy-
7ifls,that may be defirous to try,
whether their purified Mercury
be Incalefcent, that they be not
too hafty to conclude it is not
fo; norto rejedit, unlefs they
have made the trial with Go.d
duly prepared, For I have
found, that my Mercury did not
grow hot with the finalleft fi-
lings of Gold I could make
(though indeed within a few
hours afterit did , without the
help of fire, imbody with it in-
to ahard amalgama,) whichar-
gued that the corpufcles of the
Metal were not yet fimall e-
nough to be fuddenly penetra-

ted by the Quickfilver : Nor
will

experientiom cent) mb#:zﬂl},
(-qwicquia in contrarinm obtepp,
dant Authoritates ¢ Theoria)
talems Mercurium poffe, (wom
dicam facile properéve , [fed cum.
Jucce[Ju) parari | now  meds
Antimoniam [olidique Metalla,
pwta Martem, edc. adbibends
Jed citra wllisns omnino Metalli ,
quin  wvel ipfies  Antimonii,
sufum.

Hic flatneram finem huic [era
mons imponere: At cum agervi-
me, ut nofti , tum alias, tum hac
imprimis occafione, promiffs fidem
publico obfiringam, vifum eft mi-
hi hoc loco Monitum aliquod fiug-
gerere, ¢ Scrupulo cwidams obe
viam ire. . Prins guod attinet,
Curiofos illos Spagyricos, quos
fors? tentandi cupidy incefferie
Jitne purgatus ipforum e Merius
rius incalefcendi qualitate inflrae
CEus, moncbo, ne nimis fellinane
ver comcludlant ipfum ei pre.
ditum non effe , neve eum reji
ciant, nifi kxperimentum fece-
vint ewm Auro vité preparato.
Comperi quippe, Mercurinm me-
um non incalefcere cum ramentis
Auri, omuinm quas conficere pote-
ramminimis , (quanguam rever i
Intra paucas exinde horas, f[ine
ignis adminseulo,” cum ipfo in dy-
rum amalgama conflaretur ;) quod
argumento erat, Metalli illins
corpufcnla mecdum exigua [atis
fille, ut propers i Mereuris pe-
nerrarentur : Neque quevis duri

calx
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will every calx of Gold ferve
our turn,,as [ have fcund by em-
ploying, without fuccefs, a very
fine and fpongy calx made after
an uncommon way , the golden
particles having , asit feem*d,
fome extremely fine though un-
obferved duft of the Addita.
ment fticking to them, which
hindered the adhzfion of the
Mercurial ones, Now, thecal/x
of Gold that I moft ufed, as

finding it ftill to do
| Thatis, by well , was that made

liing to- .
sesber- owe DY Quartation|| (as
part of fine  Alchymifts call it. )

Goldy and 3

or 4 parts of cuppell’d Silver, and ihen put.
tingthe mafs, whereinthe Mettals are mixt,
almeft per mirima, into purified Aqua-
fortis, which diffstning the Silver only,
leaves the Gold in the form of a fine
calx.

But becaufe ’tis not {o eafie, as
even Chymifts that have not
rried imagine, to make good
calges of Gold, and that in the
way newly mentioned there
needs fufion of the Go!d and of
Silver (for which many Chy.
mifts want conveniences,) an
they are ofien impofed ¢n by
common Refiners, who here ufu-
ally feil in wires fuch Silver for
fine (which indeed itis compa-
rativelv,) as T have found not to
be without mixture; I fhall
21 kgt by making an amalga-
re oo monway with pure

L 2oz var Mercury, and
“ns S reegry in good
Aqua-

calx vem noftram conficiet 5 ut
compers , dum perquim [ubti-
lem [pongiofamque caicem , modo
Mon vulgari paratam, citra fuc-
ceffuns adbibui , in qua, ut vi-
detur, apprime tenuis [enfumque
Sugiens Additamenti pulvis ad-
harebat particulis anress , &
Mercurialinm adhsfionem prepe-
diebat.  Fam vero Calx auri,qua
plerumque utebar , [ucce(ls ejus
induitws, tlla erat que Quarta-
tionis + ‘ut wocant )

beneficio  paratur, *+Hocefper

fufiorem con-
flardo unzm partem Auri puri, &
tres qustL Grve partes Argenti cue
pellati, ut vocant, & rtunc im-
mittendo maffam, in qua Metalle
mifcentur quafi per minima, in
purgatam Aguam fortem, quz folum
Argentum diffolvens, Aurum in
forma Calcis re'inquit,

At quia won ades facile eft, ut
iph Chymici ,  qui manum o
peri non admoveruut | [ibi ima-
ginantur, bone note calces Anri
parare, cuwmque in methods jam-
Jam memorata requizatar fuffo
Auri & Argenti {cujus pera-
gende  commoditate nonm  pauci
Chymici deflitunntar,) cum etiam
crebro a vulgaribus Metallorum
Purgatoribus fallantur , qui hic
pallfim, filoram firma | ejufmsds
Adrgentum  pro puro wenditant
(quale, comparate loguendo | re-
verd eft, ) quod non effe mix-
thre expers deprehendt s ad-
Jiciam, q20d, Gum commauni more
amalgama conficitur cum Anro

Zzz par:
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Aqua-fortis, there will remain a
powder, which, being well
wafht with fair water to dulci-
fie it, and kept a while ina
moderate fire to dry it through-
ly without melting it, will be-
come a ¢alx, which [ have more
than once ufed with our Mer-
cury with good fuccefs. 'Tis
true, both in this way andin
that (by Duartation,) Aqua-
Sortss, which is a corrofive li-
quor, isemployed to bring the
Gold to powder, ard therefore
in a diffident mind fome fufpi-
cion may arife, that the Inca-
lefcence may proceed only from
the adtion of the acid particles
of the menflruum , which yet
achering to tke corpufcies of
the Gold works upcn the
Quickfiiver , as Aqus-fortss is
krown to do: Tu:, to omit
thofe anfwvers that cannot be
given in few words,after [ have
raken notice, thar, if the effedt
depends not cn o.r Mercury (as
prepared) Lu-on'y onthe calx,
1t appears not, why this fhould
not grow hot with common
Mercury as well as with cursy
I ha'l reed toadd, for the re-
moval of this fubtil feruple, no
wore, thran this plain Experi-
went, (whichI twiceor thrice
mace,) name'y, that taking, in-
ftead of a Calx of Gold, a com-
petent number of Leaves of
Co.d, fuch as Book-binders and

the

puwro & Mercurio vnlgari | Mey-
curiv(que diffolvitur bini Aqua
forti, remanfurns fit pulvis, qui
cam aqua pura , ad conciliandam
e, quam vocant , Aulcedinems
probe elotus , ¢ aliguandin in
temperato igne , ad cam penitus
extccandum citra fufionem , af-
Jervatus, talem Calcem prabebit,
qua pluries ewm Mercurio noftro
Seliciter ufus fus.  Fateor equi-
dem, tum in hac methodo , tum
inilla que inflitnitur perQuarta.
tionem, adhiberi Aquam fortem,
lignorem [til. corvoftvam , ad An-
rum in pulverem redigendum ,
tunde [crutanti  genip [iboriri
Jufpicio poterit, lucalefecentiam il-
lam (oli aitioni acidarum parti-
cularum Menftrai acceptam fe-
vendam cffe, quod herens eti-
amnum Auricerpufenlis, in Mer-
curinm cpevetnr, folenni Aqua
fortis more. Verum, { ut eas re-
[ponfiones fileam, que pancis trads
nen poffunt,) pofiquam notavi,
guod, i Effectus hic non dependet
a Mercurio moftro (vite prepara-
to,) [eda [ilaCalee, nonpateat,
quare hac non incalefcat aqnc cum
Merenio vu'gari ac noltro; e
pre hand fuerit , aliud quicquam
ad [crupulum bunc eximendum,
quam obvinm hoc Experimentum,
quod fequitur , quodque bis tévve
@ me peraltum fuit | adjicere:
Sumpfi, inquam, Calcis duri loco,
[ufficientem numernm Foliorum
aurs, qualibus utumtuy Bidlispegs

&
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the Apothecary’s ufe, this Gold,
that svas without the help of
Saits reduc'd by beating to a
fufficient thinnefs € infomuch
that feventy odd Leaves did not
weigha feruple,) four}d(more
than once ) upon puttlng two
or three times the weight of
ourMercury to them,thata fmart

& Aurifabris boc Anrum | quod
citra falium cpem tundendo ve-
daltum erat ad tenuitatem [affe-
ctentem (adeo ut ultra [eptuaginta

folia VIX unins fernpuli poudns &=

quarent, ) hoc, inquem , Aurum
comperi (uni vice pluries, cim
binum trinumve Mercurii nellrs
pondus ipfi commifierem | infz-

nem in mann mea calsvem w10

peperiffe.

Some Qbfervations, [ent by an Anonymous to the Publifber, on feve-
ral Paf[ages in the two jaft Months Tranfaitions, relating to [ome,
till now un-obferved, Qualities of the Air; to the Mixing and
Fermenting of Liguors in vacuo; to the Hiftory of Eirds;
the Anatomy of the Trunks of Vegetables 5 Barofcopes v,

heat was prefently produced in
my hand,

Honoured Sitr, :
¥ YAving long underftood the freedom of addrefs, you have
&4 allowed toany candidand unprejudic’d perfons, whofe ge-
neral good wifhes to the Common-wealth of [earning make ‘em
ambitious to impart fomething , whereby they nmay promote the
Empire of Man above other Creatures; I flatter'd my flf, it
would be no unpardorable prefumpticn, to communicate fome of
my though:s unto you, on fucha fubjed, as that the ufefulnefs of
the matter may keep me from feeming alogether impertinen: , and
the fmalnefs of my performance, argue the greatnefs f my defires
to ferveyou.  This I refclved rodo by way of Acimadverfions
on the two lalt Philsfophicel Tranfaitions ; and though I per-
formed nstking wore, I hop’datleaft, my Obfervations may do
them the kindref-, as fhades intermixt with light, to render them
morecon{p cuovs, Inhopes of this, [ fhall draw up my thovgh:s
under this general Title of Some Philsfiphical Ol fervations on [ome
paffages in the two laft s Months Tranfaétions, viz. for Decemb. and
Fanuary. ' : ‘ .

I highly app'aud the bold defign to difcover feme, till now un-
obferved, Qua'ities inthe Air; and, though the difficulty of the
Subjedt, and modefty of the Honourable Perfon, (l«fs expelied in
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